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Archeology, Geology, History 3 - 8 2 hours 

 

Based on research by Whatcom Museum intern Dean Nelson, 2017.  
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Mineral: A mineral is a naturally occurring chemical compound, usually of crystalline form. 

Hardness: Resistance of a material to deformation, indentation, or penetration. 

Fracture: The cracking or breaking of a hard object or material. 

Cleavage: The tendency of crystals, certain minerals, rocks, etc., to break in preferred directions so as 
to yield more or less smooth surfaces. 

Streak: The line of powder obtained by scratching a mineral or rubbing it upon a hard, rough  
surface. 

Organic: Relating to, or derived from living organisms. 
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Students will be divided into small groups and given 6-7 minutes to place their rocks in order from 

softest to hardest. Students will be asked to provide reasoning for their ordering as they work. Students 

will have the opportunity to walk around the room to investigate how each group of minerals were 

ordered by other students.
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